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Hegstad: The Great Red Dragon and Other Fairy Tales (Work Station One)
W O R K
S T A T I O N
O N E

Roland R. Hegstad

O

m orsel for w hom
THE GREAT RED tasty
he craved. But on his way
through W onderland,
h o did he m eet but
DRACON-AND OTHER wAlice,
in her sweet little
Alice
Blue
FearFAIRY TALES lessly, she Gown.
approached

nce upon a time
there was a Great
Red Dragon. He
had seven heads
and 10 horns and
an enorm ous tail that
could pull the stars from
heaven. And when he snorted, flames
came from his m outh. And, o f course,
he had very, very bad breath.
He also had som e very, very bad
kids w ith very, very bad genes— the
kind you wear inside. N um ber one
son was really m ixed up. He looked
like a leopard, had the feet o f a bear,
and the m outh o f a lion— all in all,
not the kind o f kid you want to set
on your lap and cuddle.
And then there was beastly character num ber tw o— w ith only two
horns, but a m outh just like Big
B rother’s. A real rancid vocab u lary— blasphem ous, in fact. And the
w hole fam ily was always ready to
make war on m ost anybody w ho forgot to say “Bud Light.”
Well, one day, Great Red Dragon
put on his sheep’s clothing and went
to visit Little Red Riding H ood, a

Great Red Dragon: “I hear you’ve
delegated your power to that beastly
son o f yours,” she said.
“Careful how you speak o f my
num ber one son,” said Great Red
Dragon, a puff o f sulphur com ing
from his left nostril and a wicked
m ote appearing in the right eye o f
his seventh head.
“Oh, don’t get upset by a little
adjective,” retorted Alice airily. “After
all, as H um pty D um pty says, ‘W hen
I use a word, it m eans just what I
choose it to m ean— neither more
nor less.’”
Hey, wait a minute! I have the
feeling that this story is getting a bit
m ixed up; in fact, a lot m ixed up.
H ow did the Great Red Dragon o f
the Book o f Revelation get into the
fairy tale “T hrough the L ooking
Glass” w hile on his way to the fairy
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tale “Little Red Riding Hood”?
pray as did the Israelites of old:
“Prophesy not unto us right things,
Well, I put him there to dramatize
speak unto us smooth things,
the subliminal thoughts many of us
prophesy deceits” (Isa. 30:10, KJV).
have concerning this strange book
This the Spirit of truth cannot do,
with which our Bibles end. It seems
like a fairy tale, with its dragons and
for he testifies of Jesus Christ, the
“faithful witness” (Rev. 1:5).
beasts and cabalistic characters. And
everyone seems to get a different
2. We rest content with what our
message out of it. Who, but who, can
spiritual forefathers found in this
really understand what it means?
book. And they found a great deal of
vital importance. But not all they
Some years ago, I decided to masfound was either correct or origiter the Book of Revelation. I began
the right way— by memorizing this
nal— check Uriah Smith on the
trumpets, for example. And our piostrange book. But when I got done—
a little short of my goal— I didn’t
neers couldn’t have been correct in
understand the book any better than
holding that (a) the river Euphrates
before. After all, what can one learn
represents the Ottoman Empire, and
from a fairy tale?
that (b) it represents the people over
whom mystical Babylon holds sway.
Sometimes a great deal. Lewis
Carroll’s “Through the Looking
And the “scorpion” of Revelation 9
Glass,” for example, is much more
cannot be all o f the following: (a)
than its seems. In fact, it is a satirical
Palestinian guerrillas, (b) helicopter
attack on pompous prelates o f the
gunships, and (c) the Saracens, as we
hear today.
England o f Carroll’s day. If you
know the key to the book, you can
3. We approach the book wrongly,
actually identify them.
writing in whatever seems most
And so it is with the Bible’s last
important this week. For example, the
book, which is much more than a
U.S. and Iraq are at war; Iraq is in the
fairy tale and meant to be interMiddle East. We get much of our oil
preted. As verse two says, “Blessed is
from the Middle East. Oil is a critical
he that readeth, and they that hear
commodity in our age. Therefore,
( akouw — ‘understand’) the words of
Revelation must refer to this conflict.
this prophecy” (Rev 1:3, KJV).
Millions who have read Hal Lindsey’s
The Late Great Planet Earth look for
We don’t understand Revelation
for four reasons:
10 million Chinese troops to invade
1.
We don’t ask the Holy Spirit forPalestine. This “cotton candy”
hermeneutic is widespread. It is also
help. He is commissioned, rememall puff and no substance. But does it
ber, to show us things to come (John
16:13). Many, however, subliminally
ever sell books!
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Hegstad:
Thedon’t
Greatunderstand
Red DragonRevelaand Other
Tales (Work
Station
One)
4.
We
sages.Fairy
But you’ll
not find
it if you
are
tion because we don’t approach it at
not looking. Searching. Praying. . . .
Revelation is God’s diary, not only
all. Its structure and form of expression are alien to our age. “Stroh’s is
about what has happened, but also
spoken here,” an intoxicating brew
of what is to come. Specifically, of
of advertising hype and hedonistic
Christ’s role in relation to his church
hopes. So it goes unread. Ask the
and the devil’s strategy as he wars
against it.
teenagers o f today to associate
“light” with another word and you’re
Revelation 4 begins with John seelikely to hear “Bud Light.” (And
ing a door opened in heaven, and a
blessed is he or she who hears but
voice invites him, “Come up hither,
doesn’t understand.) If we’re going
and I will show thee things which
to “stand in the evil day” of which
must be hereafter” (Rev 4:1, KJV).
Paul speaks, we’re going to have to
So I invite you to come and see.
See Jesus as the Prince of the kings of
put on, as he says, “the whole
the earth. Come and see Jesus as the
armour of God” (Eph. 6:11, KJV).
Revealer of Lucifer’s battle plans
Where will we find truth? Ceragainst the church. Come and see fire
tainly not on this week’s TV offerfall from heaven— onto the wrong
ings: “Devil in a Blue Dress,” “Dragaltar! Come and see the parousia of
onheart,” “What’s Love Got to Do
the King from the sunrising.
With It,” “Seduced and Betrayed,”
“The Scream Team” . . . .
This issue of PD cannot be read
without encountering Revelation.
You’ll find truth in the Revelator’s
Pray. Read. Heed, for Heaven’s sake!
book. You’ll find the commission of
WAKE UP!
our church in the three angels’ mes-
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